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Senate Discourtesy to Morse 


Refusal to Delay 
While Senator Is 

In an unusual display of 
Senatorial discourtesy, Sen- 
ators have refused the re- 
quest of Senator Morse of 
Oregon for postponement of 
the vote to confirm John Mc- 
Cone as director of the Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency. 

The display is fairly called 
unusual because of the spe- 
cial circumstances of Sen- 
ator Morse’s situation. He is 
not away on personal busi- 
ness, a Junket or a partisan 
political errand. He is in 
Punta del Este, Uruguay, put- 
ting his considerable legal 
acumen and political skills 
at the service of the vigor- 
ous United States effort to 
quarantine Cuba as a Com- . 
munist threat to the Ameri- 
can hemisphere. 

He is doing this as chair- 
man of the American Repub- 
lics Affairs subcommittee of 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. He was reluctant 
to go to Uruguay, but Sec- 
retary of State Rusk per- 
suaded him it was his duty. 
jSenator Morse opposes Mr. 
McCone’s confirmation and 
insisted he must be on hand 
for the vote. But he was as- 
sured by the State Depart- 
ment that it would all be 
over but the celebrating at 
Punta del Este well before 
the scheduled McCone vote 
today. 

As the most casual reader 


Vote on John McCone 
at Parley Is Criticized 

of the news knows, the Punta 
del Este meeting — a confer- 
ence of the foreign minsters 
of the 21-nation Organiza- 
tion of American States— act- 
ually has been a thoroughly 
exhausting affair. 

Senator Morse will be a 
key figure in the effort to 
gain support from a Justly 
irritated Congress’ for what- 
ever steps the President de- 
cides he should take in the 
Cuban situation. 

That is another story. Ex- 
cept that it is bound to be 
difficult, delicate and very 
probably deeply enmeshed in 
the sharpening congressional 
political struggle, its course 
today cannot be foreseen. 

What can be said with con- 
fidence and is well known to 
the Senate is that United 
States policy and tactics at 
Punta del Este were no bet- 
ter than the intelligence upon 
which Secretary Rusk and 
his aides acted. 

It was surely clear to back- 
ers of the proposed new head 
of Central Intelligence that 
Senator Morse, already dis- 
approving, would return with 
an insider’s look at the in- 
telligence offered American 
negotiators, some of which 
went wrong. All Senators 
have a healthy respect for 
Senator Morse as a lawyer 
and observer. 

They chose not to give 
him a chance to fire his new 
ammunition, such as it might 
be. Senators are now on no- 
tice that they can . be pen- 
alized in matters of' moment 
to them personally if they 
venture upon international 
duty abroad 

Senators Dirksen and Sal- 
tonstall, Republicans, were 
the objectots to the unani- 
mous consent sought for 
postponement of the McCone 
vote by Democratic Leader 


Mansfield. It was probably 
less a personal reaction than 
a Republican policy decision 
to help Republican McCone. 

Such maneuvers leave a 
bitter after-taste with un- 
toward results. Many Demo- 
crats are for Mr. McCone 
only 1 because the President 
named him; they question the 
wisdom of the choice on 
various grounds. And in the 
Senate, particularly, the 
Spanish proverb that one has 
no little enemies applies with 
peculiar force. 
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